HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL

HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL

PLANNING & HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE

MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE
HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, HEREFORD

ON Wednesday 15th January 2014 AT 6.00 PM

PRESENT –
Councillors: Bob Preece (Chairman), Len Tawn, Aubrey Oliver, Glenda Vaughan-Powell, Sharon Michael, Nick Nenadich and Phil Edwards (left meeting at 6:35).
NON MEMBERS ATTENDING – Councillors: Sue Boulter, Chris Chappell (left meeting at 6:35) and Jim Kenyon.
OFFICERS ATTENDING – Olena Barrett, Information Officer and Steve Kerry, Town Clerk (left meeting at 6:30).
GUESTS ATTENDING – Mr Colin James, Ms Amanda Martin, Mr John Llewelyn-Perkins (all left meeting at 6:25pm).
P066    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence by Members of Hereford City Council were received from Councillor Polly Andrews.
P067
APPOINTMENT OF SUBSTITUTES

None.
P068
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None received.
P069
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE
The Minutes of the meeting of the Planning and Highways Committee held on 18th December 2013 have been agreed as an accurate record and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
P070   DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBERS:

RESOLVED that it be noted that the participation of those City Councillors who are also members of the County of Herefordshire District Council in both the debate and any subsequent vote on matters contained in the agenda was on the basis that the views expressed were preliminary views taking account of the information currently available to the City Council.  City Council members who are also District Councillors reserved their final views on the applications until they were in full possession of all relevant information both for and against.
P071    HEREFORD TRAFFIC REGULATIONS PROPOSAL

Members of ‘Hereford Reunited, No Lights – Equal Rights’ group, Ms Amanda Martin, Mr Colin James and Mr John Llwelyn-Perkins, delivered a presentation of a proposal to introduce a ‘Lights out’ scheme, involving switching off the traffic lights along the A49 corridor across the Hereford, reaching from the Belmont Road and Asda Roundabout to Tesco Roundabout and Edgar Street. Several points have been raised, including:

· Impact traditional traffic management, including traffic lights, has got on road users behaviour and suggestion that more relaxed approach results in positive changes in motorists behaviour, increase of courtesy, civility and common sense approach;

· Domination of cars on the roads resulting in ‘second class’ treatment of other road users, ie. cyclists, pedestrians and bus users;

· There are many examples of similar schemes being adopted, both in UK and on the continent, with surprisingly good outcomes, and those models of good practice could be followed and adapted to specific Hereford’s circumstances;

· Experiences of similar schemes seem to indicate that ‘lights out’ schemes result in improved traffic flow and reduced levels of congestion;
· The scheme proposed by speakers has got the full support of local MP;

· Highways Agency, who is responsible for traffic management on the proposed highway, has been approached and it is expected that a trial scheme may be developed and implemented in the future.

The presentation and points made by the speakers have been noted. 
The City Council will consider this proposal when it will be presented to them at a consultation stage.

P072    APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 


          APPENDIX 1
It was RESOLVED 

that the representations in respect of the applications for planning permission and similar matters referred to the City Council by the County of Herefordshire District Council under paragraph 8 to Schedule 1 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 be as resolved in Appendix 1 annexed hereto and that the same be submitted to the local planning authority.

There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 6:55 pm
Signed  ......................................................... (Chairman of the Planning Committee)

Date ........................................................
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