HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL

HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL
                                   PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE

MINUTES
OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE
HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, HEREFORD

on Wednesday 4th November 2015 AT 6.00 PM

PRESENT –
Councillors Sharon Michael, Paul Stevens, Mark Mansell, Len Tawn and Laura Hall.
OFFICER ATTENDING –  
Steve Kerry, Town Clerk.
P084    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors Sue Boulter, Kath Hey and Marcelle Lloyd-Hayes
P085
APPOINTMENT OF SUBSTITUTES

None  
P086
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
P087
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE
The minutes of the meeting of 14th October were agreed as an accurate record and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
P088     DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBERS:

RESOLVED that it be noted that the participation of those City Councillors who are also members of the County of Herefordshire District Council in both the debate and any subsequent vote on matters contained in the agenda was on the basis that the views expressed were preliminary views taking account of the information currently available to the City Council.  City Council members who are also District Councillors reserved their final views on the applications until they were in full possession of all relevant information both for and against.
PO89   POLICY ISSUES

The Chairman introduced Charles Pickles, who has been working in Hereford for some years as an engineer supporting the ESG development and has developed a number of suggestions for improving local traffic conditions. 
Mr Pickles presented drawings of schemes to develop a vehicular crossing east of Greyfriars bridge, adjacent to the footbridge already placed there.  The road would be a “B” or even a “C” category with a limited land take.  The route could run as far as Ledbury Road without compromising the Lugg Meadow SSSI. The major difficulty would be ramping on the Rotherwas side.  Preliminary work has already been  done and if there is an appetite to develop this idea that will save time and costs. There was some discussion about whether this would be a commuter route for light traffic or include HGV’s. Mr Pickles’ 
view was that excluding HGV’s would make this much harder to sell as an idea to developers such as the LEP who are keen to improve Rotherwas access.
Reflecting the view that much of Hereford’s traffic congestion is caused locally Mr Pickles also presented plans for a western river crossing by using the Great Western Way railway bridge.  He demonstrated how this could be turned into a one way traffic route, with a tidal system ie northwards in the mornings, southwards in the evenings to assist with the flow of local traffic congesting Greyfriars bridge.  Access routes already exist for much of this route and the eight metres width the bridge is sufficient to support a single lane road with cycling and pedestrian facilities in both directions safely segregated from traffic. He noted that utilities and emergency services already identify this bridge as a possible emergency route through Hereford in the event of grid lock on Greyfriars bridge. There are several options for where the traffic goes at the northern end of this crossing, including using Grimmer Road as the main exit route.  Whilst this would not solve congestion it would at least allow an alternative route for traffic flowing from south of the river to destinations on the western side of the city, including large industrial and retail units.
Mr Pickles explained that much of the consideration of traffic schemes had been covered under Herefordshire’s Network Management Review Plan and the best way for the City Council to test what schemes might be viable would be to seek to re-open discussion around that scheme.

It was agreed that the Town Clerk would contact the new Head of Highway Services to seek to open a dialogue and in particular to have someone to a future meeting of the committee from Herefordshire to discuss the Network Management Review Plan and its potential impact on the Area Plan.  If necessary this discussion could proceed quite independently of the Area Plan for the time being.

P090
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 


            

It was RESOLVED 

That the applications noted in the attached table, and the licensing matters attached with the responses of the City Council be agreed and forwarded to the Planning Authority by the Clerk.

P091
CORRESPONDENCE


The Town Clerk read out the response he had received from Herefordshire about the enforcement issues identified at the Victoria House site and suggested they were inadequate.  The committee concurred with this view and mandated the Clerk to raise the matter as a complaint with the new Assistant Director, Mr Willimont,  who has taken over from Mr Ashcroft. If this does not produce a swift response it will be further raised with the cabinet member as a question.

The Town Clerk read out the reply received to the outstanding query about relating the Area Plan to emerging and extant Neighbourhood Plans.  He suggested this adequately covered the Committee’s concerns as identified when Cllr Powers from Breinton Parish visited some months ago.  The Committee concurred with this view and mandated the Clerk to agree the terms with Herefordshire. 


In answer to a query from Councillor Mansell it was clarified that the Clerk may speak on deputation on behalf of the Council whenever we have made representations on a planning application, or other relevant item.  To do so he must have a specific mandate from Committee.  Where other people wish to speak given the tight time limits imposed by Herefordshire on speeches it would be sensible to co-ordinate the presentation so all issues are covered, rather than repeating what others have said.  The Clerk does not normally ask to speak at Herefordshire’s meetings on every objection, only where the Committee has specifically highlighted the matter. 

P092
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 25th November at 6 pm at the Town Hall.
Signed ……………………………………….

Date …………………………………………….

There being no other business the Chairman,  declared the meeting closed at 7:40
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