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HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES – 13 JANUARY 2015


  HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

TUESDAY 13 JANUARY 2015 

PRESENT: The Right Worshipful the Mayor of Hereford, Cllr Tawn and Cllrs Andrews, Chappell, Chave, Edwards, Kenyon, Nicholls, Preece, Oliver, Toon and Wilcox.
NOT PRESENT: Cllrs Carwardine and Kay
C2014/15.95
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Boulter, Michael, Nenadich, North and Vaughan-Powell.

C2014/15.96
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest made by Members under the Herefordshire Code of Conduct pursuant to the Localism Act 2011 in respect of items on the agenda.  

C2014/15.97
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no questions put to the meeting by members of the public.
C2014/15.98
THREE CHOIRS PRESENTATION





Members received a presentation from Mrs Clare Wichbold in relation to the Three Choirs Festival 2015.

The presentation briefly covered the Following:

· The festival background.

· How the festival is run.

· 2015 being a significant year.

· What’s going to be happening?

· Where are things taking place?

· What does this mean for Hereford?

· Who are we working with?

· What does this mean for the City Council?

See ‘appendix a’ for the presentation.

Member’s questions were as follows:

· Will any Royal Patronage be attending? Unfortunately no. There may be an event hosted a member of the Royal Patronage in London at some point.
There being no further questions the Mayor thanked Mrs Wichbold for her presentation and she left the meeting.

C2014/15.99
VISIT HEREFORDSHIRE


Members received a presentation from Mr Alan Cureless in relation to his aspirations for Visit Herefordshire and tourism going forward. 

The presentation covered the following:

· Board of Directors.

· Role of Visit Herefordshire.

· Destination Management Organisations.

· Importance of Tourism.

· Why Support Tourism.

· Positive Image and Contribution.

· Better Environment.

· What we do/will do 2015.
· Partnership Development and Strategic Alliances across Organisations.

· Activity Volumes.

· Main Media Enquiries.

· Number of Staff.

· Decision Making Factors.

· Opportunities.

· Mission.

· Vision.

· Strategic Objectives.

· Action Plan.

· Benchmarks.

· Challenges/Risks.

· Funding Issues.

· Moving Forward.

See ‘appendix b’ for the presentation.

Answers to Member’s questions were as follows:

· Need for 4 Star accommodation and great dining to be addressed to encourage the tourists.
· Training courses on raising profile and services of businesses already here.

· The vision is for Visit Herefordshire to be self sustainable by 2017 but until then it will be reliant on the funding from the Unitary Authority. 
· Visit Herefordshire will be embarking on developing its website and social media applications and developing a Herefordshire tourist information app for mobile phones.
· The organisation is very keen to get the youth involved with the organisation by forming a youth group to work with Visit Herefordshire and different delivery aspects.

· Mr Curless was complimented for his infectious enthusiasm and described as a breath of fresh air to the Visit Herefordshire organisation.
There being no further questions the Mayor thanked Mr Curless for his presentation and he left the meeting.
C2014/15.100 YOUTH COUNCIL







    
Mr Will Edwards was not present to present his paper to the Members of the Council.
As Mr Edwards was not in attendance the Mayor proposed deferring the item to the next meeting of the Governance and Procedures Committee.

Cllr Toon spoke in favour of giving a youth council a pot of money to spend as they feel suitable.
It was suggested that this could be discussed when a youth policy is discussed at the Governance and Procedures Committee meeting.
Cllr Kenyon proposed Members agree to set aside £2,500 towards a youth council. The Governance and Procedures Committee to consider and decide how that money should be used to support the youth council.

The Town Clerk informed Members that in light of the proposer/author of the paper not being present at this meeting and no clear facts as to what the proposed money will be spent on.
Cllr Edwards informed Members they need to be positive and listen to the advice of the Town Clerk and seconds Cllr Kenyon’s proposal.

Cllr Wilcox informed Members that he is in favour of a youth council but there are issues that need to be sorted first and proposed a task group is set up to move this forward with the aim of a Youth Council in place by the Autumn of 2015.

This was seconded by Cllr Chappell.
Cllr Nicholls viewed his concerns that the Youth Council in Ross in the proposed format was collapsing fast. Bromyard had considered a similar proposal and but were not taking it forward and neither were Leominster. The proposed format should be considered with caution at this stage.

The proposals were put to the vote.

Proposal: A task group is set up to move this forward with the aim of a youth council in place by the autumn of 2015. 3 members were in favour; 7 Members were against.

Proposal: To set aside £2,500 towards a youth council. The Governance and Procedures Committee to consider and decide how that money should be used to support the youth council.

7 Members voted in favour; 3 Members abstained. 

RESOLVED:

To set aside £2,500 towards a youth council. The Governance and Procedures Committee to consider and decide how that money should be used to support the youth council.

C2014/15.101 MINUTES 
Cllr Kenyon proposed, seconded by Cllr Edwards and unanimously 
RESOLVED







               
To approve and sign the minutes of the Meeting of the City Council held on the 2 December 2014.
C2014/15.102 MAYOR’S COMMUNICATION

Members received communication from The Right Worshipful the Mayor as follows:
· Letter from Peter Hill, Hereford in Bloom, thanking the City Council for their support in 2014. He hoped the City Council would continue to support the watering of plants in 2015. Hereford in Bloom needs to raise £8,000 towards plants for 2015. There is a vision to increase the floral displays throughout the City through donations and community support. Hereford in Bloom is particularly grateful to the support they have received from the Civic and Community Development Officer working with community groups from around the City supporting Hereford in Bloom.

C2014/15.103 REVENUE BUDGET REQUIREMENT AND COUNCIL TAX 2015/2016 
Members received and approve recommendations from the Finance and Policy Committee 16 December 2014.
Cllr Edwards proposed the recommendations contained within the report. This was seconded by Cllr Kenyon.
Cllr Oliver spoke against the recommendations of the Finance and Policy Committee and his reasons for this.

Cllr Edwards thanked Cllr Oliver for his input and clarified the committee’s decisions as laid before the Council.

Cllr Edwards proposal was put to the vote: 9 Members were in favour; 1 abstention.

RESOLVED:
A budget requirement of £823,468,
An estimated precept requirement, net of grant funding of £92,169 for 2015/16, of £731,299 (subject to change),
The Band D Council Tax for City Council purposes to be £47.32 (subject to change), a 0% change:
Band A     Band B     Band C     Band D     Band E     Band F     Band G     Band H                                            

£31.55      £36.80     £42.06     £47.32      £57.84      £68.35      £78.87     £94.64
That the Council note Government funding to be received from Herefordshire Council of £92,169 to support the Council Tax revenue foregone due to the Council Tax reduction scheme.

C2014/15.104 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS, CIVIC EVENTS, LOCAL CONCESSION DAY AND STATUTORY DAYS.






   
Members consider and
RESOLVED:

To approved the calendar of meetings, civic events, local concession day and statutory days for 2015/2016. 

C2014/15.105 DRAFT MINUTES 
Members noted the draft minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Committee held on the 17 December 2014


    




    
Members noted the draft minutes of Finance & Policy committee held on the 16 December 2014.
Cllr Kenyon left the room at 7.25 pm.

Cllr Toon informed Members there would be a source of money coming forward from Government for parish councils which was not 106 or CIL money and proposed the Town Clerk writes to Herefordshire Council about this grant. This was seconded by Cllr Edwards and unanimously agreed.
C2014/15.106 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF OUTSIDE BODIES

Members received reports from members who have attended meetings of Outside Bodies as follows:
	 

	a) Municipal Charities (Cllrs Polly Andrews, Aubrey Oliver and Anna Toon)

	 Nothing to report.


	b) Herefordshire Market Towns Forum (Cllrs Polly Andrews, Charles Nicholls & Brian Wilcox)

	Next meeting 28 January. 3 issues coming forward; CAB, support for the voluntary sector and the Buttermarket. Urban lengthsman Scheme.


	c) HALC Executive Committee (Cllrs Anna Toon, Carwardine & Vaughan-Powell)

	Cllr Toon thanked the Civic and Community Development Officer for getting her reports disseminated at such short notice. 
Report as circulated.



	d) SAM (Cllrs Anna Toon & Carwardine )

	Report as circulated.



	e) The Enterprise Zone Stakeholder Group  (Cllr Tawn)

	Nothing to report.


	f) Three Choirs Festival (Cllrs Liz Chave & Jason Kay)

	Date of next meeting 21 January 2015.


	g) Hereford Twinning Association (The Mayor)

	Nothing to report.


	h) Hereford City Tourism Group (Cllr Chave with Cllr Tawn as reserve)
Meeting arranged with Alan Curless.
Next meeting will be held at the Society of Model Engineers site.

i) Hereford in Bloom (Cllr Kenyon)

Not present to give a report.


	j) NALC Larger Councils Committee (Cllr Wilcox)

Nothing to report.


	k) New Hereford University Working Group (Cllrs Tawn and Toon)
Cllr Toon will be attending the next meeting. 
Looking for funding.

l) Close House (Cllr Wilcox)


Meeting next month.
C2014/15.107 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
It was proposed by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Toon and unanimously 

RESOLVED:

To approve the exclusion of the press and public in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as the next item requires the disclosure of personal information.

C2014/15.108 MAYOR’S COMMENDATIONS





    
Members received and considered a nomination for the presentation of a Mayor’s Commendation.

Cllr Edwards proposed the recommendation, seconded by Cllr Toon; 8 Members voted in favour; 1 Member abstained.
At the conclusion of this item the press and public may re-enter the Chamber.
C2014/15.109 TOWN CLERK’S COMMUNICATIONS




 
Members received communication from the Town Clerk as follows:
· Office Move.
· New benches.

· Rockfield allotments flooding issue.

· Belgium Flag

C2014/15.110 DATE OF NEXT MEETING



  Members noted the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 24 FEBRUARY 2015.

There being no further business the Mayor called the meeting to a close at 7.50 pm.

Signed.........................................................................................................................................................

Dated.......................................................................................................................................................... 

