HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

TUESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2014 
PRESENT: Cllrs Kenyon (Chairman), Carwardine, Edwards, Michael, Nenadich, Nicholls, North, Oliver, Tawn and Toon.
NOT PRESENT: Cllr Kay
CD2014/15.59
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Members received apologies for absence from Cllr Boulter.
CD2014/15.60
APPOINTMENT OF SUBSTITUTES

There were no appointments of substitute members 
CD2014/15.61
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest under the Herefordshire Code of Conduct pursuant to the Localism Act 2011 in respect of items on the agenda.
CD2014/15.62
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE              
Cllr Edwards proposed the minutes of the meeting of the Community Development Committee held on the 30 September 2014 and the Community Grants meeting on the 3 November 2014. This was seconded by Cllr Nicholls and unanimously
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meetings of held on the 30 September 2014 and the Community Grants meeting on the 3 November 2014 are confirmed as a true and accurate record and be duly initialled, signed and dated by the Chairman.

CD2014/15.63
HEREFORD IN BLOOM
Members received a presentation from Angela Pendleton in relation to community, schools and neighbourhood participation in relation to Hereford in Bloom. 
Mrs Pendleton handed out some leaflets about Neighbourhoods in Bloom for Members information and also passed round a couple of project books as examples of the project delivered by an allotment group and a care home.

Mrs Pendleton’s presentation covered the following:

· Neighbourhoods in the City already participating in Neighbourhood in Bloom.

· Neighbourhood in Bloom is free, ageless and volunteer led.

· Projects are assed and judged.

· Assessment is based on community involvement, environment and gardening achievements.

· It’s not about Chelsea.

· Scheme is timeless.

· Encourages community cohesion.

· Areas become greener and greener and people take pride in their areas.

· Leads to reductions in graffiti, litter and dog poo.

· Could be one street or an open space.

· Assessors give ideas for improvements.

· 5 levels of achievement.

· Groups could be invited to enter the national awards.

· Open to allotments as well.

· Schools and care homes can also get involved with a scheme that runs alongside Neighbourhood in Bloom.

· Members to get involved with their communities and encourage them to get involved.

· Contact telephone number for future support and/or questions.

The Chairman thanked Angela Pendleton for her time and she left the room.
CD2014/15.64
CITY EVENTS REPORT






          
Members received a report from the Town Clerk which covered the following:
1. Christmas Light Switch On: 

· Disappointment at dealings with the Old Market site management and their reluctance to work with together alongside events being delivered in High Town.

· Free car parking for event.

· Maylords Centre installing a tree and lights.

Members commented on the fact there was nothing to say the Christmas Tree in High Town is provided by the City Council. The Civic and Community Development Officer suggested a generic sign which could be used year on year could go on the railings around the tree saying: MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM HEREFORD CITY COUNCIL. It was agreed this was a good idea and the Town Clerk should arrange for the production and erection of a sign at the soonest possible opportunity.
Members then discussed the change of day and time for the switch on event with the time being to late for parents with young children to be able to attend. The Town Clerk informed Members that next year the time of the event will be brought forward.
Cllr Nenadich offered to communicate with the Manager at the Old Market site to encourage a closer working relationship with the City.

2. Historical Hereford Day: No agreement as of yet in place with the Friends of Castle Green.
3. Suvla Barracks: Commemorative bench to be placed in front of the Volunteer public house as part of recognising the 100th anniversary of the departure of the local regiment for Suvla Bay in 1915.
Cllr Nenadich asked for a commemorative bench to be placed in Aylestone Park which would be in keeping with the RAF gates erected at the entrance to the Park.
Cllr Nenadich also mentioned acknowledging the success of the Beefy Boys coming second in Los Vegas for the best burgers in the world.

Cllr Toon suggested a Mayor’s commendation.

CD2014/15.65
WARD BUDGETS







          

Members considered and noted each ward budget, spend to date and agreed to identify any potential community projects for financial support from their relative ward budget.
Cllr Tawn asked why to date nothing has happened in relation to repairing the damaged paving in High Town which the City Council set aside £10,000 towards the cost of the repairs.

Members asked the Town Clerk to pursue and chase the delivery of these repairs now there is an additional member of staff who is dealing with the administration of bins, benches and notice boards.

Members instructed the Town Clerk to write to Richard Ball asking when this work is going to be carried out and that if the repairs are not carried out within a specified timeframe the City Council will consider withdrawing the funding.
CD2014/15.66
PUBLIC TOILETS







          




Members considered a report from the Town Clerk in relation to the above. 

The Town Clerk informed Members some cleaners have been identified who already clean other sites within the City at a cost of £50 per week. The City Council will continue to collect the money and be responsible for releasing anyone who gets locked in the toilet.

Cllr Kenyon will hand over to the new cleaners. 

Cllr Kenyon also informed Members the lights are coming on in the two redundant toilets in East Street which is costing the City Council money. The Town Clerk was requested to contact Herefordshire Council and request the electricity supply to the two redundant units is cut off.     
CD2014/15.67
HEREFORD CITY COMMUNITY ROAD SHOW 

Past Outings:
NOVEMBER
· TUPSLEY WARD – WEDNESDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2014 – The Quarry, Community Fireworks Event.
The Civic and Community Officer gave a brief overview of the event and the popularity and interest the display she put together in July creates which is all about community projects within the City and the Community Group Achievement Awards. Chatting to a large number of people perusing the displays has been enlightening as most people are astounded by the impact a community group can have and what they can achieve. Many quite often are unaware of the projects the community groups are delivering within the City. As a result of this a growing number of people are getting involved with existing groups or thinking of setting up their own groups in their areas.

Cllr Tawn thanked the Civic and Community Development Officer and Cllr Nicholls for all their hard work on the day; it was a very long and very cold day and late night.
Future Outings:

· CENTRAL WARD – SUNDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2014 – Central Park event
CD2014/15.68
WARD REPORTS

Members received one combined Councillor written report from five of the ward areas which were circulated prior to the commencement of the meeting.
a) Aylestone – Cllr Nenadich reported on Aylestone Park, disappointment with the Canal Trust, lack of sports facilities that have been installed at the park and a meeting planned for Wednesday 19 November with Sir Philip Craven.
b) Belmont – Report as circulated and on file.
c) Central – Report as circulated and on file.
d) St Martin’s and Hinton – Report as circulated and on file.
e) St Nicholas – Cllr Michael informed Members the gates to Westfaling St park are being painted with local children from Trinity School, as they were the ones who originally painted them. Funding for the new play park is well under way and they have had two grants including the City Council one and are currently waiting to hear from Violia. St Nicholas ward remains the only ward to have no community building. Victoria house has again gone up for sale but the possibility of having this asset as a community space seems distant as the NHS want the building sold and it looks unlikely that St Nicholas Community Group could obtain it as an asset. The Bmx track group has been seeking funding and have all but secured a grant which will enable them to put a container on the site. Cllr Michael is working with the Scudamore School and the elderly in St Nicholas Ward on a ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ project which will hopefully bring the two groups together on a regular basis.
f) Three Elms - Report as circulated and on file.
g) Tupsley - Report as circulated and on file.
CD2014/15.69
ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

a) Members were informed that following a meeting in the Mayor’s Parlour consisting of the Mayor, Cllrs Kenyon and Edwards, the Town Clerk, Civic and Community Development Officer and Finance Officer prior to this meeting in relation to applying for a localism development grant the Town Clerk would be applying for funding towards the cost of putting in place a delivery plan for the City Council to take over the upkeep of footpaths/rights of way and parks within the City of Hereford. The application has to be submitted by the 5 December which does not give the City Council much time to apply. There was also a question in relation to applying for a grant being by invitation which needs to be investigated as the email alerting us to this grant was sent by Cllr Wilcox. Progress on this application will be an item for the next agenda.

b) Forward thinking – the City Council to consider future delivery of services and possible acquisition of storage and transport facilities.
c) The Whitehouse Project – What is the current position?
d) Wild Play – Possibly applying for a community grant.

CD2014/15.70
DATE OF NEXT MEETING



Members noted the date of the next meeting as TUESDAY 20 JANUARY 2015.
There being no further business the Chairman called the meeting to a close at 7.48 pm.

Signed....................................................................................................................................................

Dated.......................................................................................................................................................
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